
CELT Lesson Plan Template 
 
Session Title: Building your Blog in the DMU Commons: A Beginners Guide 
 
LEVEL:  Beginner/Intermediate 
 
TEACHING TIME: 90 minutes 
 
 
Session Description 
DMU Commons is a blogging platform, web space and social network that links together staff and students from across DMU into one online 
community. 
This hands-on session will cover an introduction to building a blog in the DMU Commons, which includes setting up a blog and understanding 
the basics of WordPress. This session is aimed at participants who have attended or should attend if not done so the ‘Introduction to the DMU 
Commons: blogging, website building and social networking tool’ session, or who have a basic understanding of the WordPress blogging 
platform. 
 
 
 
Participant specifics 
Participants must have attended the ‘Introduction to the DMU Commons: blogging, website building and social networking tool’ session, or 
have prior knowledge of blogging using wordpress 
 
 
 
Pre-session preparation 
Setup laptops 
Setup projector 
Have an image file uploaded to the laptops 
Have dummy sites available, in case someone is not enrolled on the commons 
 
 
 
Resources & Examples needed 
Examples of current commons blogs (see lesson plan below) 
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An example of the generic blog site that is activated when staff initially register: 
http://generic.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
 
A sandbox site to show an example of how simple it is to create a post 
http://celtcommonsdemo.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
 
Username:  
Password:  
 
Dummy Sites 
There are several dummy sites: 
http://celttrain1.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
http://celttrain2.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
http://celttrain3.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
http://celttrain4.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
http://celttrain5.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
http://celttrain6.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
http://celttrain7.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
http://celttrain8.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
 
 
Content   
AIM/ 

Presentation/hands-on  Who does what  
 

TIME 
 

Participants Facilitators 
Introduction Have CELT hub displayed 

 
Give overview of session content 
 
Mention that there is another session available: 
‘Using the commons to build and host a 
website’ 
Give date and time for this session. 
 
Launch the commons site 
 

Watch 
 
 

Demo  5 mins 
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Example sites Show examples of common blog sites 

 
Ask if any of the attendees are unsure as to 
what a blog is? If any are unsure, explain 
what a ‘Blog’ is. 
 
Library Mashup: 
- http://librarymashups.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
 
Rob Watson: 
- http://robwatson.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
- http://futuremedia.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
 
Digital Building heritage: 
http://digitalbuildingheritage.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
 

Watch Demo 10 mins 

Hands on Navigate to our.dmu.ac.uk    

How to login and 
register on the DMU 
Commons 
 

Show where the online support links are on the 
Commons landing page and explain how the 
Commons is a self-managed space, there is an 
expectation that, for the most part users of the 
commons learn how to use it by following the 
online tutorials and guidelines  
 
Go through the process of logging on, and 
explain how they will receive a confirmation 
email 
 
They can access their blog site at: 
[dmu username].our.dmu.ac.uk 
and login for editing it with: 
[dmu username] 
[dmu password] 
 

Login and access site Demo and assist 15mins 
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Use sandbox site to demo: 
http://celtcommonsdemo.our.dmu.ac.uk/ 
 

Blogging Explain what a post is and what comments 
are 
 
Create a new post 
- add text 
- add an image (using media library function) 
- add category 
 
Save post as Draft 
Then use the Edit post function, edit part of the 
blog, then Publish the post 
 

Follow demo 
 
 

Demo and assist 25mins 

The Dashboard  Explain what the dashboard is 
 
Show how to set the site privacy settings 
 
Show how to change the site title and the site 
tagline 
 
Show how to add widgets to the sidebar (can 
use calendar as and example) 
 
Show how to change the theme 
 
Show how to change the url address of their 
blog site using Domain Mapping tool 
 

Follow demo 
 

Demo and assist 15mins 

Reminder Reminder about using the CELT Hub for 
supporting all things ELT 

   

Q & A    To end of 
session 
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Complete feedback   Do online feedback To end of 

session 

 
 
 
 
 
 


